THE   AUSTRO-PRUSSIAN   WAR
courageous William I wto stood loyally behind
Bismarck; secondly, die doctrinaire folly of the
Prussian Diet, largely due to inexperience, compared
with the sober wisdom of the English Parliament,
based on many centuries of precedent; thirdly, the
fact that William had behind him a standing army
strong enough to suppress civilian riots, whereas
Charles had not had such a force. Thus it came to
pass that William and his minister ignored the refusal
of the Diet, collected the money by arbitrary will,
and carried through the enlargement, reorganisation,
and rearming of the forces, in spite of liberal opposi-
tion and much popular clamour.
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The growing military might of Prussia enabled
her to play a decisive part in the international politics
of the 'sixties. In 1863, for instance, the Poles rose
in revolt against the Russian Tsar, W'hose rule had
become intolerably harsh and tyrannical. The
sympathies of Austria were openly on the Polish
side, still more so were the sympathies of the English
and French Governments. Bismarck, however, en-
tirely indifferent to Polish sufferings, eager only to
keep on good terms with Russia, deckred himself
on the Tsar's side, and laid up for himself and for
Prussia a valuable treasury of merit in St Petersburg
by keeping the ring while Russia, unperturbed by
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